
In the late 1970s, a group of mature students completed a course on  
photography at Weston College. Friendships were formed and rather than go 
their own ways and lose contact with each other, these photographers decided 
to meet away from the College. At first, meetings were held every two weeks 

in local pubs and in 1981 the group decided to create a formal Club.  

The iconic camera at that time was the Canon A1 35mm SLR camera, the 
members decided to adopt its name and the 

A1 Camera Club was born. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1981—2021 
 

40th ANNIVERSARY 
 

The Canon A1 camera shown here was generously presented 
to the Club by Bernard and Anthea Merrick at our Annual 
Summer Exhibition held at  Weston Museum in 2018. 

The first documentary evidence which we have of the Club’s 
formation is an application to open its first bank account with 
Lloyds Bank, Weston-super-Mare, signed at a Meeting held 
on 23 July 1981. It is likely that this is the date of A1 Camera 
Club’s first Annual General Meeting. Since we do not now 
have any Club documentation preceding that date that tell us 
anything about the Club in its very earliest days, 1981 is  
considered to be the year that the Club was founded and this year, 2021, sees us celebrating our 
40th Anniversary. The Club has come a long way since those early days.  

 

After meeting at various locations over the years and now meeting weekly, the Club moved in 
2006 to the newly-built St Georges Community Centre, where the Club still meets. Or rather, 
we would be meeting there if we were permitted to do so! The Coronavirus lockdowns have 
prevented us from holding meetings at that venue since March 2020 but we have been  
continuing with our regular Tuesday meetings courtesy of Zoom! These virtual meetings have 
proved very successful, have been well attended and we have been delighted that several new 
members have joined the Club during lockdown. This has been extremely pleasing as it shows 
the strength of the Club when we know that some other camera clubs have been struggling 
during these unprecedented times. 

                       ….continued on Page 3 
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Editorial Column 
      Andy Foster & Cristina Liviero 

EDITION ARTICLES BY PUBLICATION DATE 

Summer 2021 21st July 2021 28th July 2021 

Autumn 2021 20th October 2021 27th October 2021 

Winter 2021/22 19th January 2022 26th January 2022 

Spring 2022 20th April 2022 27th April 2022 

This is very much YOUR newsletter 

If you would like to submit an article or have any ideas at all that you would like 

to put forward please don’t hesitate to contact the Editorial Team 

(museumnews@mail.com) 
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In 2011, the Club held its 

first Annual Summer  

Exhibition of members’ 

framed prints at Weston 

Museum. This proved to 

be a great success and 

further Exhibitions were 

held in 2012 and 2013  

The Private Preview 
Evenings of each of 
these Exhibitions were 
attended and declared 
Open by the Guests of 
Honour, the Town 
Mayor and Mayoress. 

During the Preview of the first of these Exhibitions, a conversation between Keith Spicer, Club Chair, and Cllr John 
Crockford-Hawley, Chair of the Museum Steering Group, resulted in the Club being asked to photograph all the  
exhibits then on display in the Museum prior to its refurbishment. Our portfolio of images formed part of the  
successful Submission to the Heritage Lottery Fund for a Grant towards the cost of the refurbishment of the Museum.  
 
When the Museum closed in April 2015 to prepare for the refurbishment project, Club members photographed the 
decant of all the artefacts by Museum staff and volunteers and Curators from the Somerset Heritage Centre in  
Taunton. We then photographed the stripping out of all fixtures and fittings, during which time some interesting  
painted murals were discovered behind paneling. We continued with recording the building and construction work 
throughout the refurbishment project, the manufacture and fitting of the display showcases and the installation of all 
the exhibits currently on display. We played an active role in taking photographs to be used in two of the new  
exhibits, these being the “Weston Then and Now” and “Weston Voices” displays. We were present to photograph the 
re-opening of the Museum as you see it now, in August 2017. 

 
Many of the thousands of photographs taken 
throughout the refurbishment project, together 
with a time-lapse video recording, were used 
in the major exhibition in the William Mabel 
Gallery, “The Making of Weston Museum”, 
to celebrate the successful project. 
 
We were then able to resume our highly  
successful Annual Summer Exhibitions at the 
Museum in 2018 and 2019, in both cases the 
Private Previews were attended by the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Weston.  
            
Sadly, because of the Covid pandemic, we could 
not hold our Exhibition at the Museum in 2020 
and we will again be unable to do so this year. 
We have, however, held a Summer Exhibition 
and also a Winter Exhibition on our website, and 
these have both been very well visited. In both 
cases, the Town Mayor generously wrote an  
Introduction. We are now planning an online 
Summer Exhibition later this year to celebrate our 
40th Anniversary. 

     
     ….continued on Page 4 

‘Meet the Teams’ 

A1 Camera Club 
      (continued from Front Page)  
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The Club is proud of its commitment to volunteering in the community and over the years, members have provided  
photographic support to a number of local organisations and charities, including North Somerset Council Millennium 
Holiday Guide for Weston super-Mare, the RNLI, the RNIB, St Georges Community Centre Charity, Weston Tourism, 
the Multicultural Friendship Association and local authors with images for charity book covers. Members have  
undertaken photographic projects for the Greek Community of Weston-super-Mare, Alzheimers Society, Uphill Village 
Society and Citizens Advice Bureau, providing images to be used in Exhibitions by those organisations in the  
Community Gallery at Weston Museum. More recently, Club members have been very active in providing photographic 
support to Weston HospiceCare at charity events including the Mendip Challenge, Women’s Midnight Beach Walk, 
Men’s March and It’s a HospiceCare Knockout, together with other events and activities. The Club has been privileged to 
be invited by Weston-super-Mare Town Council to photograph the Annual Service of Remembrance held in Grove Park, 
the Annual Civic Service, Weston Air Days and Armed Forces Day and several other events and Receptions. The Royal 
Marines Band asked to be given some of the images taken of the Band on Parade on Armed Forces Day. 
The philosophy of the Club is enshrined in its Constitution, which opens with this statement:- 
 

The objective of the Club shall be to promote photography as an enjoyable hobby and 
to encourage and develop the knowledge and interest of Club Members of all ages and 

abilities in all aspects of photography. 
 

We plan a programme of weekly activities to run from the beginning of September through to the early part of June 
each year, to include four quarterly competitions, practical demonstrations and talks presented by members and guest 
speakers. We always stress to the members that “This is your Club, tell us what you want” and our Programme  
Secretary will try to incorporate members’ requests into the programme. In a normal year, these activities would take 
place in the Clubroom but have had to be held online since March 2020. 
 
During the coronavirus lockdown, we were unable to arrange our usual programme of Summer photoshoots from June 
to August in 2020 so we continued with the online weekly meetings in order to maintain members’ interest. We  
expect to be able to resume our Summer programme this year, in groups of up to six members if that is the maximum 
number permitted by restrictions in force at that time. Again, we ask the members to suggest where they would like to 
meet and these venues range from Ham Wall and Steart Marshes for wildlife photography, to Severn Beach for the 
Severn Crossing, the sea and the sunset, to Brean Down for the landscape, the historic Fort and the sunset. Members 
find these outings very enjoyable and look on them as opportunities to meet and enjoy their photography together in a 
relaxed atmosphere. Less-experienced members find these activities very rewarding as there will always be more  
experienced members ready and willing to help with technique and camera settings and to pass on their knowledge 
and experience. 
 
The majority of our new members first contact us through our excellent website www.a1cameraclubweston.org 
where you will be able to find our current programme of  activities.    

 
In the near future, you will also find there a much-expanded version of this article, to include contributions from several 
Club members. If, after reading this history of A1 Camera Club and learning more about our philosophy and activities, 
you feel that your journey in photography would be made more enjoyable by becoming a member of the Club, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with us through our website. We would be delighted to welcome you, initially to our weekly 
Zoom virtual meetings and to our Summer photoshoots and then, when restrictions allow, to our meetings in our 
Clubroom at St Georges Community Centre. In line with our commitment to the community, we would also like to hear 
from you if you are associated with a charitable or voluntary organisation and you feel that Club members might be able 
to assist you in some way as volunteer photographers.         

         John Scaife,  
 

         Chair, A1 Camera Club. 
         NJohnScaife@aol.com 

‘Meet the Teams’ 

A1 Camera Club 
      (continued ) 



Page 5 

VOLUNTEER NEW SLETT ER                                                                  SPRING 2021   

Hi everyone, 

I wanted to use ‘my bit’ in this edition to welcome the new members to our volunteer family. 

As you know we are now encouraging volunteers to support other areas and services of the Town Council. Built on the 
success of our fantastic volunteers who have supported the museum (for a good number of years now) our volunteer  
family is already beginning to grow. 

Yesterday I held the first of our new inductions at the museum that will enable all volunteers to go through the same  
process and be given the same information regardless of their chosen venue/service area. I am delighted to say that, along 
with a new member to the museum team, our first volunteers came through for Love the Outdoors, who will be  
supporting the grounds department in Ellenborough Park and our other outdoor spaces. 

These are however not the only new faces you will see as things begin to open up again. We will also be welcoming a 
team who, like those of you at the museum, have been volunteering for a good number of years. Our Weston in Bloom 
volunteers work tirelessly year on year to produce and maintain the floral displays around the town and surrounding areas 
and I would like to send them a warm welcome too.  

I often refer to our volunteer team as a family and that is simply because it is and this has never been more evident than in 
the past year. With the fear and uncertainty of the pandemic it would have been easy to look inward and ignore the wider 
world but you have all been there, maintaining contact, offering support and humour to each other and the staff team even 
though the ‘family home’ has been closed. 

The museum will always be the ‘hub’ of volunteering for the Town Council. Not only does it have the most space but our 
volunteer family was born here. Through trial and error along with your feedback and ‘constructive criticism’ we have a 
volunteer program that is respected not only in our local community but throughout heritage organisations all over the 
South West and I for one could not be more proud to introduce and welcome our new members to our ever growing  
family. 

You are all AMAZING!!! 

Until next time, 

Lisa 

Lisa’s Notes 

by Lisa Clemons 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls, Museum fans of all ages, what a rollercoaster the past few months have been! 

As I write this article, we have a production team on site working away to produce a virtual tour of Weston Museum! This 
means that when it’s ready, you will be able to show anyone from around the world the stunning spaces we have to offer at 
Weston Museum. But wait, there’s more! For the first time ever, our guests on the virtual tour will be able to enjoy a 360° 
panoramic view from the roof! 

Our new exhibition in the William Mable Gallery has now been installed. Wild Hares and Hummingbirds: The Natural 
History of an English Village is based on a book by Stephen Moss. The exhibition takes a family friendly and interactive 
approach to the seasons and wildlife found in the local village of Mark. From birds to badgers and everything in between! 

The social media channels for Weston Museum continue to grow from strength the strength. It’s the best place to find out 
the latest from the museum and check out all of the weird and wonderful things we get up to. You can follow us on  
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram all at @WestonMuseum. You can also subscribe to our YouTube Channel 
@WestonMuseumOrg. 

Finally, I just wanted to let you all know that you may see some changes when we see you again in person. We have had to 
make some very difficult decisions about how we approach our catering offer to make it as sustainable as possible. One of 
those decisions impacted the staffing structure and we have had to say goodbye to a member of the café team. We wish 
Andrea all the best in her future endeavours. 

Stay safe, look after yourselves and each other. 

Matt Hardy 

Museum Operations Manager 

Weston Museum 

Management Update 
      by Matthew Hardy 

Management Update 
      by Matthew Hardy 

Sam’s Comic Strip 
      by Sam Potter 
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It has been great catching up with some of you during the last few weeks. It really makes a difference having the volun-
teers around with their passion and dedication to the museum. 

By the time this goes out the new function suite should be complete. This is situated in the room behind the art gallery. 
We are having a new shuttered blind installed as I write. Hopefully this will not only allow us to open a new revenue 
stream but also keep the education room free for more school sessions. 

We have had a good influx of wedding requests coming into the museum with the easing of lockdown. So far we have 
had seven enquiries and three firm bookings. We are also doing the last little bits of admin to achieve our wedding  
license for the museum. This means people can officially get married here instead of having faux ceremonies. 

There has been an incredible response from our volunteer team to my request for those interested in our new guided 
tours. There will be a children’s tour and an adult tour viewing highlights of the museum collection. If you are interested 
in getting involved, then please do let me know. 

Sophie has been working hard on sourcing new suppliers for the shop during lockdown so hopefully there will be a few 
new additions when we reopen. Sophie has also been keeping in touch with existing suppliers and making a few short 
videos about local crafters and what their inspiration is. 
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The Council has committed to become Carbon Neutral by 2030. As the Development Officer, in order to support this, I 
have been appointed to administrate, implement and research climate change initiatives. 

Each service area also has a nominated Climate Change Champion who will work to help build a culture within the 
Council that recognises our contribution to climate issues, and comes up with suggestions to improve.  

 

Admin Champion: Sam Bishop - Committee Officer 

Finance and Marketing Champion: Becky Walsh - Communications and Marketing Officer 

Grounds Champion: Zoe Scott - Grounds Coordinator 

Blakehay Champion: Naomi Pople – Housekeeper /Sally Heath – Blakehay Theatre Manager 

Museum Champion: Matt Hardy – Museum Operations Manager and Katherine Bell – Learning and Events Officer 

 

We hope to bring you updates on initiatives and projects that we are pursuing, and get suggestions and feedback from the 
wider community. 

 

Molly Maher  

Grants and Development Officer 

 

Switching off a 

light switch 

when you’re 

not in the room 
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Welcome to the first of my new craft pages. They will vary in subject and content from magazine to magazine. I hope you 
enjoy it. 
 

The Bayeux Tapestry and Bayeux Stitch 
 
I thought I’d start with this and type one of my favourite lines: It wasn’t made in Bayeux and it isn’t a Tapestry. It was made 
in England and it’s an embroidery. The difference, tapestries are woven, this is stitched.  
 
The hanging tells the story of the Battle of Hastings and the events that happened during the two years leading up to the 
battle. After its completion it went missing for 400 years, reappearing in an Inventory of Treasure in Bayeux Cathedral in 
1476. Where it has been ever since. 
 
The patron of the hanging, Bishop Odo of Bayeux had links with the monastery on Mont-St-Michel, so it is likely the  
designer and his assistants were from that monastery. They drew the scenes, but didn’t design the borders. The finished  
drawings were brought to England to be stitched as Anglo Saxon monasteries were often headed up by high born women 
who had grown up embroidering. The silk and gold work they made and given as gifts was of a very high quality. 
 
Looking at the embroidery, we can see the variation in the drawings, indicating different people doing the art work. Moving 
on we can see the variations to the borders in each panel and the alignment which tells us the panels were made in different 
places. There were a number of nunneries in and around Wessex and it’s likely each worked a panel. The stitchers added 
fables, stories and comments as they worked. Some added inferences to a relationship between a cleric and a nun or novice 
named Aelfgyva. One group having extra space so  leaves us in no doubt as to Bishop Odo’s intention toward her with an 
eager cleric about to seduce her. We don’t know what the Bishop’s reaction was, but it may have something to do with the 
hanging’s disappearance. 
 
The stitches used were Outline, Bayeux and Chain Stitch, though the chain may have just been done by some of the ladies 
out of habit. The edges are Outline stitch, which lays more smoothly than Stem Stitch on curves. Bayeux Stitch is so named 

as it was developed for this hanging. It’s a simplified version 
of a goldwork stitch which could be easily taught to the  
embroiderers.  
 
There are 4 stages, here’s a sample and basic instructions, so 
you can try it out. 
 
Using outline stitch sew around the edges. 
Work long vertical surface stitches, from top to bottom and 
bottom to top leaving only tiny running stitches around the 
edge on the reverse. Surface stitches greatly reduce the amount 
of thread used.  
Over the the top of those, stitch long horizontal bars. 
Stitch down the horizontal bars in a brickwork pattern. It is 
better to stitch each bar down as it is put in place, this gives a 
better finish. 
 
I’ve used chain stitch around the shield. It was used to edge 
King Harold’s shield in the scene depicting the arrow hitting 
him in the eye. 

            Craft Page 
                by Sue Green 
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Hello once again from the Worlebury Hillfort Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the easing of lockdown restrictions, our volunteers were able to resume their work on the hillfort at the end of 
March. We would like to thank North Somerset Council officers for facilitating our return. 

At the moment we are focused on clearing the site of previously cut vegetation. As we do, the effect of our volunteers’ 
efforts over the last (covid-interrupted) year becomes clearer. 

Parts of the monument that were completely hidden by undergrowth are now clearly visible. In particular, the southern 
ramparts (which face the town) can be seen for the first time in many years. 

The size and significance of the hillfort is now clear to all who visit. As is the danger to the archaeology of the monument 
posed by the vegetation that remains. 

The work of our volunteers in previous years is also bearing fruit in the Scouts Glade (in the centre of the hillfort) where 
grass is taking root in areas where light can now reach the ground. In time, we hope to see wildflowers return here as they 
have in the Glade (the larger area of grassland containing the storage pits). 

Now is the time to visit the hillfort to see these flowers coming into bloom. Our goal is to preserve and protect the ar-
chaeology of the hillfort. Doing this will also help to make it a more bio-diverse and beautiful place. 

For more information about the hillfort, and volunteering with us, visit worleburyhillfortgroup.com. 

            Worlebury Hill Fort Group News 
                     by Tom Simpson 

http://www.worleburyhillfortgroup.com
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Know Your Place 

Know Your Place is an online mapping resource that allows you to search through historic maps, 
images and information for the west of England.  You can add an historic image of a North  
Somerset location that you would like to share or explore the map by visiting http://
www.kypwest.org.uk. 

Weston Museum, supported by Weston-super-Mare Town Council, is working in partnership 
with North Somerset Council to enhance Know Your Place North Somerset.  The project is  
supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund #nationallotteryfund and the Great Weston Heritage Action Zone. 

Over the last couple of months, the KYP volunteer team have been busy turning their thoughts to a forthcoming  
exhibition of photographs.  This will be held in our new upstairs function room.  The exhibition will run during  
Volunteers’ week 1st – 5th June.  It will showcase the team’s special interests, through photographs and a newly created 
film showing highlights of the project. 

For further information visit the website at http://www.kypwest.org.uk/ 
You can also join the growing KYP community at https://www.facebook.com/groups/638416113618702 
 
 
 

Café Art 

Thanks to the DIY skills of volunteer Chris Fisher, we now have newly painted café walls. Gone is the old dark red and 
the new colour is ‘Emerald Forest’.  I think it will help to enhance the café and show off the art displays very nicely.  
When we re-open will be showing the work of Melanie Hamer who has exhibited with us before and also in our Spanish 
Civil War and the West Country exhibition. 
 

 

Community Exhibition 

The current exhibition is a project with the Multi-Cultural Friendship Association whose patron is the Mayor of  
Weston-super-Mare.  The exhibition showcases the purpose of the organisation: 

To provide social occasions for people to meet and exchange their experiences of 
living in a new country, as well as learning about other people’s traditions, cus-
toms and beliefs.  To promote  
friendship, mutual respect and understanding between people of different cultures 
living in Weston-super-Mare and the surrounding areas. To help people develop 
friendships and social networks across the divides of culture, race and nationality.  
Finally, to share the traditions, customs and cultures of different countries with 
the people of Weston-super-Mare and the surrounding areas, in order to promote 
diversity and shared learning in a positive way.  

The exhibition features a colourful display of objects from around the world, all 
kindly lent by members of the local community. There is also a film show created 

by the MFA and museum volunteer Chris Fisher. We have been delighted to hear the many and varied stories of members 
of the MFA community and look forward to sharing these on the museum’s website blog. 

 

 

 

 

          

 

          ….continued on Page   12 

http://www.kypwest.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/638416113618702
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                 by Jane Hill 
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Reminiscence 

The museum is delighted to receive our ‘Working Towards Being Dementia Friendly Award’ by the Alzheimer’s Socie-
ty.  We are proud to be a member of the local Dementia Friendly Community. 

Four local care homes have been using our themed memory boxes to do reminiscence activities with their service users.  
Each box contains real and replica items, photographs and printed materials and an activity such as a quiz or poem to 
read.  If you know a care home or a community group, that would like to borrow a box FREE of charge, please ask them 
to contact me on jane.hill@wsm-tc.gov.uk 

We are also developing a new memory box for the Blakehay theatre.  This will be on the theme of entertainment.  If you 
have anything that you would like to donate, please let Lisa or myself know. 

 

Talks on Weston Museum 

I am available to give a FREE talk about the history and present work of Weston Museum.  This is a PowerPoint presen-
tation which is 45 minutes long, with time for questions afterwards.  If your community group is interested, please con-
tact me at jane.hill@wsm-tc.gov.uk. 

The future is looking brighter 

 

It is really good to see that things are beginning to return to a variation on normal for the Learning Team, at least in  
relation to our school provision.  We are seeing a significant return to the need for handling boxes and activity boxes to 
support learning in the classroom.  

More exciting is the thrill of receiving multiple enquiries this week for learning sessions both in schools and possibly in 
the museum. 

Clearly we are using extreme caution and re-working our learning workshops to ensure we maintain a safe distance and 
create activities which are both fun and safe.   

We have spent time with a couple of volunteers recently who are tentatively returning to support new and exciting  
initiatives as well as doing the regular and routine checking of handling boxes. 

You may have noticed the window display has suddenly become a bit more coordinated, demonstrating a link to the  
digital offer ‘Codebreakers’ and showing off some of our amazing World War 2 artefacts.  That is a doll in the infant gas 
mask! 

We will soon have a team of experienced volunteers creating amazing new displays in the window around themed events.  
The next change-over will be one close to your hearts as it’s Volunteer Week.  Followed closely by The Festival of  
Archaeology. 

When we finally open our doors you will no doubt see some changes but we think we have some lovely new initiatives to 
share with you too. 

Learning & Events 
      by  

Katherine Bell & Sherry Coles 

mailto:jane.hill@wsm-tc.gov.uk
mailto:jane.hill@wsm-tc.gov.uk
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Hello everyone.   My name is Bridie Collier and I’m a volunteer at Citizens Advice North Somerset. I’m the Equality, 
Diversity & Inclusion Campaigner and I work with the Deaf Community to make sure our services are accessible to them. 
I want to tell you about Deaf Awareness Week (DAW) which is coming up next month from 3rd – 9th May. For the last 7 
years we’ve been working with the Deaf Community and partners (NSC Social Worker, Vision NS/Hearing Loss, RNID, 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, Sense, and BSL/Deaf Awareness/ lipreading tutors) to mark DAW with a week of events. 
This year, we had been hoping to have an exhibition in the Community Gallery at the Museum to coincide with the Week, 
but this has had to be postponed because of the lockdown, and so we will have a virtual DAW, for the second year  
running.  

 

The theme set by the UK Council on Deafness this year is “Coming through it together”. Of course, this reflects the  
journey we’ve all been on through the pandemic, doesn’t it?   Most of us have felt isolated without face-to-face contact, 
but we’ve been able to phone our friends and family and hold meetings over Zoom. However, if you’re Deaf or hard of 
hearing, virtual communication is more challenging.  And if you do go out for essential shopping or health appointments, 
everyone is wearing masks, which makes lipreading impossible.  

 

We have two aims for the week. Firstly we want to publicise the social groups (Communication Café, Hard of Hearing 
Group, Friday Group, Deaf Pub and Deaf Church) which will be starting up again soon, and the organisations providing 
specialist services. But just as importantly we want to raise Deaf Awareness amongst the general public. So here are some 
tips if you meet a person who is Deaf. 

 

Face the person while you are speaking, don’t turn away 

Repeat yourself if necessary 

Never say ‘It doesn’t matter’ 

If the person doesn’t understand you, don’t give up! 

Write it down or draw a picture 

Speak one at a time, don’t talk over each other 

Keep your mouth visible 

Smile and relax 

Don’t speak too quickly or too slowly 

 

And we hope that next year in May 2022 we can have an exhibition in the Community Gallery at the Museum to mark 
Deaf Awareness Week. Fingers crossed! 

 

For more details please contact me by email bridie.collier@nscab.org.uk or phone me on 01934 836226 or look on our 
website www.nscab.org.uk/DAW2021 . 

Thanks for reading 

Bridie 

mailto:bridie.collier@nscab.org.uk
http://www.nscab.org.uk/DAW2021
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Hello again -  

What’s going on? Why is everything early? There I was, sleeping peacefully on Mum’s bed and suddenly, out of the 
blue, up she gets and makes her tea – an hour before I was ready to start moving.  

Hmm, OK, Mum, so you can’t sleep but I can! I was having a lovely dream about sneaking up on that big black and 
white cat, the one that sits on top of the garage and pulls faces at me, and the best thing was, in my dream I was the size 
of a Shetland pony! You should have seen the look on the cat’s face when it looked up and saw me … but I don’t know 
what happened next because there was Mum clattering off to the kitchen, waking me up. Grr. 

And another thing: she got back into bed with her tea, as usual, but then off she went for her shower, still too early! Then 
she dragged me off out for my morning walkie just as if it was the proper time of day. What on earth was she playing at? 
All her friends were at it as well – us dogs had a proper little moan about it. Stupid humans, why can’t they just leave 
things alone! We go for our walk at 9 o’clock, Mum, NOT EIGHT! Get with the programme!  

Anyway, apart from that, life is pretty good over here. She’s finally got the hang of giving me a nice chicken chew at 
lunchtime (although it took a while for the penny to drop) and she’s gradually learning that when I hold my paw up it’s 
only sometimes to look cute. Other times it’s because I’m hungry, or I want her to turn the music off, or I want to sit on 
her knee. She’s a bit slow, my Mum, but she tries, I’ll give her that.  

She still hasn’t got the hang of keeping the sand down there, where it ought to be, though. We go down to the Prom most 
days, but every now and then when I start off down the steps to the beach – shock! Horror! She’s taken the sand away 
and put the sea there instead. What’s going on? Why does she do that? And another thing – when does she do it? It can’t 
be at night because I’d know, if she sneaked out after bedtime. Obviously. She’d see I was on the bed and put me back in 
my basket.  

Anyway, where was I? Oh yes - I like racing about on the sand, chatting to my pals, but it’s no fun at all when I’ve got to 
walk sedately along the Prom with her holding my lead, especially now there are bikes, runners and skaters all over the 
place.  

Mind you, it’s quite a laugh when I suddenly catch wind of an interesting sniff on the other side of the Prom and pop over 
to check it out. She gets quite flustered apologising to people , but I don’t understand why they call my lead a “trip wire”. 
Humans are odd that way. Whose Prom do they think it is, eh? Especially when us dogs aren’t allowed on the beach past 
the Pier! Grrr! is all I have to say about that. 

Anyway – I hear the sound of kibble being put in my dish. Time to walk slowly over to it, give a disgusted sniff and go 
back to the sofa. I’ll have it later, once I’ve got her a bit worried about my appetite. Tee hee – it’ll be chicken tomorrow, 
then!  

‘Bye 

Dolly.  

           “Dear Dolly….” 
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     The Clevedon Torc — Myth or History   
    (Part 7—Conclusion) 

by Terry Lavell 

FEATURE 

Augustus Wollaston Franks 

 
As Franks lay in his bed shuffling sheaths of documents between his shaking hands, he tried to recall his motivation  for  
collecting antiquities. The only reasonable justification, he concluded, was preservation of History. He once said ‘Collecting 
is a hereditary disease, and I fear incurable’ but he knew that the force that drove him forward was far greater than simple 
zealousness. 
 
His long association with the British Museum had ended the previous year in 1896 on his retirement. He knew as he waited 
for his maker to take him, that he had accomplished a body of work that would stand the test of time. The stories and  
histories of peoples throughout the ages would be visible at the museum through his endeavours as Collector and Historian. 
A smile of satisfaction grew on his face. 
 
As he looked once more at the May sunshine filtering through his bedroom window, he knew another hallucinatory sleep 
was upon him shortly. The morphine administered by his doctor was both a curse and a blessed relief. The waking moments 
he yearned for were becoming fewer as the disease and his consumption of morphine progressed in tandem. 
 
His hand felt extraordinarily heavy as he reached for the one prized possession he wished he knew more of. The golden 
necklet on his bedside table gleamed in the sunlight. Taking it to his chest, the waves of sleep and nausea began to take hold 
as he remembered the curate from Gloucestershire’s words on the day of its donation. “ Promise me you will try to unearth 
it’s history. There are stories that need to be told”. The impassioned plea of the curate had never left Franks and as he gave 
into sleep he held on tight to the words and the unfulfilled promise. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the multi-coloured mists of his dream receded, a man and a boy conversed in a courtyard. Both were wearing white togas 
corded at the waist. The boy was looking up at the man from a seated position. “ My son you have reached 15 years and 
therefore now begin life as a man. You have lived thus far a privileged life. The gens Julia family have a noble and  
prestigious heritage in Roman society and politics.  I now task thee to continue our patrician . It is said we have a divine 
origin, and it is that divination that must drive you to the goal of the greatest office in our culture.” 
 
The man pulled from his toga a magnificent tri-banded gold necklet. Placing the torc around his son’s neck he exclaimed “  
Gaius Julius Caesar, future Consul Lord protector of Rome !” As the man placed his hands on  his son’s shoulders the  
courtyard scene fogged,  and Frank’s dream took on  another emerging scene. 

 
          …. continued on Page 16 
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The Clevedon Torc — Myth or History  (Part 7) 
(Continued) 

 
“Sire, we must vacate this place and find safer sanctuary. The Vikings are at this time moving swiftly  toward our  
encampment. We need to make haste and travel to the furthest parts of West Mercia. In the marshes of the Somerset 
levels a small company of six would be difficult to find”. Alfred sat motionless deep in thought with his right hand  
slowly fingering the Golden Torc around his neck. 
The Welsh Monk, friend, teacher and counsellor to King Alfred, hid his impatience as his Lord and master contemplated 
the dire situation in which they found themselves. 
 
When Alfred spoke it was not of the immediate but of the future. Asser knew not to interrupt while  Alfred deliberated. “ 
Asser, you are my friend and confidante. You say I am a great King. I say I am not.”   “Sire”….  But further words did 
not follow Asser’s exclamation as Alfred quickly continued. 
“ The great King of West Mercia flees his enemies and leaves his people to the swords and spears of that enemy.  Before 
nightfall, before leaving, we must conclude a future path. My people should know me, what I am and what I stand for. 
My people should not be ignorant. Language and words should be accessible to all. Laws need to be written to be read 
and understood by all. Asser be a scribe for me now and heed my words…..”     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The words of the previous millennia were not heard by Frank, as yet another image unfolded.. 
 
 

Wallace knew it was the end, captured and chained to a tree to wait a grizzly fate. He 
looked beyond the cursed English army to his own comrades. They stood proud in 
their tartan with their faces streaked in blue woad, spears and swords in the air,  
yelping, crying . Yet he knew they were as defeated as he. The English army was too 
strong, too large, too well equipped. They had marched to Glasgow for a single  
purpose, to crush the independence. 
 
Out of the English hoard came three soldiers. One he recognised as a traitor to the 
cause ‘Richard of Lundie’. The two English soldiers then retreated, leaving the traitor 
Richard at the feet of Wallace. 
“The rebel is defeated” he cried and Scottish cries succumbed to the English  
cheering. He turned toward  Wallace as spittle from Wallace’s mouth hit him in the 
face. As the cheering continued he spoke softly  “That I deserve, but hark I am no 
real traitor. John de Menteith is the disloyal coward who here at Robroyston betrayed 
you to King Edward. This charcoal blackened neck ring I place on you is solid gold. 
Use it and find a way back to us my Lord. I will deal with Menteith, he will receive 
his comeuppance ”  ….. Lundie turned to the crowd . “ Look on this: an iron neck 
band to twin his iron chains” Raucous laughter filled the air……   
 
 
      …. continued on Page 17 
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The Clevedon Torc — Myth or History  (Part 7) 
(Continued) 

 
The mist of Frank’s dream reopened in church ….  A priest was kneeling at the alter in prayer. 
 
“Oh Lord, I beseech thee answer my prayers. A great misfortune has befallen the great city of London in our year 1665. 
My congregation suffer greatly,  as well as the unworthy. The blessed are falling like flies and I am unable to help. Help 
me to understand how to give comfort to the wretched souls who enter this House of God in their droves.”   He fell silent 
and looked up to the altar seeking the direction of his God. The silence in the impoverished church was deafening. He 
knew in his heart that an answer was not forthcoming. He also knew the reason. He fell backward collapsing against a 
wooden pew. At the same moment, the reason fell from the pocket of his gown to the floor dancing on the stone until it 
settled. He caressed the Golden Torc with his fingers. His church’s greatest treasure had not yielded any comfort to the 
masses because in his greed it had been coveted  as his own. This is why his God was unheard, and as he rolled up his 
gown sleeve and looked at the blackening of his arm, he also knew he had been answered. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The scene faded and Franks was then looking upon a young girl playing. She seemed happy but a sadness in the eyes  
betrayed her. She sat amongst an array of dolls of different sizes, hair colour and clothing. She picked up a particular doll 
and stroked the hair. “ You are so pretty and my favourite” 
The room she sat in was large and vacuous ‘A prison’, she thought. Then with all her might, she hurled the doll against the 
opposite wall, its ceramic face shattering into shards. She wailed and waited for the door to be flung open. 
 
Sir John Ponsonby Conroy, 1st Baronet, marched into the room. “Your Royal Highness wants attention, does she. How 
may I assist in your latest tantrum, pray do tell”  “Let me know the outside world, let me have friends . I wish not to be 
lonely anymore” cried Victoria. 
 
“ John, John please leave me with my daughter” came the words of the Duchess of Kent from the doorway.  Sir John 
Ponsonby Conroy, 1st Baronet, marched out of the room to leave mother and daughter tearful together. “ Victoria please 
try and understand, it’s all for the best. In nine years, on your 18th birthday you will become Queen. We are trying to  
prepare you for what is ahead of you. Here, let me put this in your hair”  The duchess softly pushed the Golden Torc into 
Victoria’s hair as a tiara. As Victoria looked at herself in an ornate hand mirror she said  “When I become Queen my first 
duty will be to rid us both of that  loathsome man”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    
                                                                                                                                      

   … continued on Page 18 
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The Clevedon Torc — Myth or History  (Part 7) 
(Continued) 

 
Finally, as the young Victoria faded,  his dreams fruition was revealed. He was standing again in the Gloucestershire 
church with Father Richard. Holding the tri-banded Torc in his hands, his negotiations to purchase the iconic necklet 
seemingly fruitless. “ Mr. Franks, your kind offer is less than the smelted gold is worth. My church is in desperate need 
immediately. Can you not find it in yourself to request a greater sum from the British Museum?”   “ Alas Father, the funds 
of the museum are not limitless. I fear we’re at an impasse. I shall return tomorrow, hopefully with an improved offer ”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The dream was broken there as always. The only true lineage of the Torc. The rest a dying man’s fantasy. As he lay there 
staring out of his of his bedroom window, he despised his parsimonious nature.  For in his greed to acquire the Torc for 
his personal collection he had unwittingly cheated the museum of a greater treasure. 
 
 
 Father Richard had been true to his word and smelted two bands of the necklet and bequeathed the remainder to the  
museum.  Sir Augustus Wollaston Franks looked down at the pages of his Last Will and Testament. Among all the items 
that the British Museum would receive upon his death he singled out one line….. 

 

Item 364. A single banded Golden Torc circa early 1st Millennia. Unknown origin.    
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Although the theatre is closed there are still things you can get  

involved with as a volunteer.  

 

We are currently looking for volunteers to help us  

with our social media pages. 

 

The theatre is currently in the process of having some building works 

done, with an electrical re-wire, installation of a ventilation system 

and alterations to the dressing rooms and it would be great if we  

could keep our visitors and supporters up to date with our progress. 

 

If you would like to get involved please contact Lisa at; 

Lisa.clemons@wsm-tc.gov.uk 
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Weston-super-Mare Town Council 

Volunteer Policy 

 
Weston-super-Mare Town Council is committed to providing and promoting equal opportunities, eliminating discrimination and encouraging 
diversity amongst our community. To that end the purpose of this policy is to provide equality and fairness for all and not to discriminate on 
grounds of sex, marital or civil partnership status, race, ethnic origin, disability, pregnancy and maternity, gender reassignment, religion or 
belief, sexual orientation, or age. These are known as “protected characteristics”. 

Mission Statement 

The Weston Town Council policy for volunteering aims is to ensure fairness, consistency and compliance with law on employment, safety 
and working with volunteers. As such it represents a foundation of guidance for good volunteering management practice throughout the 
Town Council and represents a commitment to managing volunteers in a way that enhances the quality of the volunteering experience. 

Why do we involve volunteers?  

• Volunteers add value to the Council’s work through their gifts of time knowledge, skills and experience 

• To develop the skills of volunteering individuals and groups 

• To increase contact with the local community 

• To help ensure that our services meet the needs to the community. 

Recruitment 

Weston Town Council will aim to identify worthwhile and satisfying opportunities for volunteers. 
Weston Town Council will produce role descriptions for all voluntary opportunities. 
Weston Town Council will aim to help volunteers overcome any barriers that may prevent them from volunteering at a Town Council  
location (to include Weston Museum, The Blakehay Theatre or Milton Cemetery). 
Weston Town Council will operate its Equal Opportunities policy at all times in relation to the recruitment and support of volunteers. 
There is no minimum age for volunteers provided they are undertaking suitable tasks for which there is no legal minimum, they are  
supervised and not left alone and a parent or guardian has given permission if they are under 18 years of age. 
Informal interviews will be held with all prospective volunteers to ensure that their skills, interests and suitability are best served by the  
volunteering opportunity. References may also be taken up. 

Induction 

All volunteers will receive a welcome pack which contains essential information for all volunteers as well as specific information regarding 
their own area of work.  
Training will be offered where it will benefit volunteers and funding permits. 
All volunteers will be asked to sign a Volunteer Agreement which outlines the arrangement between Weston Town Council and the  
volunteers. It will be clearly explained and copies of appropriate policies and procedures will be made available. 
Any volunteer whose role may entail regular contact with children or vulnerable adults will be subject to a DBS disclosure. 

Support and Supervision 

All volunteers will have a named person as their main contact. They will all be provided with supervision to feedback on progress, discuss 
any future developments and any problems.  
All volunteers are covered by Weston Town Council’s insurance policy. 
Volunteers will be given the opportunity to claim reimbursement of agreed mileage and other reasonable out-of-pocket expenses subject to 
prior agreement. 
Weston Town Council will ensure that volunteers are made aware of Health and Safety procedures and will, as far as practicable, provide a 
safe environment for volunteers. 
Volunteers will be encouraged to express their views on matters concerning the organisation and their opinion will be sought regarding any 
changes or developments that may affect them. 
 Weston Town Council will respect the confidentiality of volunteers and will not release any information about them without their agreement. 
Weston Town Council will supply a reference to any regular volunteer seeking other voluntary work or paid employment. 
Volunteers will be introduced to staff members, made to feel welcome, valued for what they offer and thanked for their contribution. 

Termination 

Weston Town Council reserves the right to terminate the volunteer relationship. This will be done in writing and Weston Town Council will 
try, where possible, to give volunteers at least two weeks notice of the termination of the volunteering relationship but has the right to  
terminate with notice at any time without prejudice. 
If a volunteer wishes to withdraw from their voluntary role, it is asked that they give as much notice as possible; Weston Town Council 
would appreciate at least two weeks notice but recognises the right of a volunteer to leave at any time.  
Weston Town Council will offer an exit interview to a volunteer leaving. 

Monitoring and Review 

Weston Town Council will be responsible for regularly reviewing and updating the Volunteer Policy to ensure that it is always in accordance 

with volunteering best policy and the Equal Opportunity Policy. 


